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A note on my 
explanations/
instructions.

I will indicate menu items 
by saying Top->Next->next 
Level of the menu.

For instance, in the example below, if I 
wanted you to pick Play/Stop; I'd say 
pick "Coding->Audio/Visual->Play/Stop"
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Memos have only come to 
TAMS in a complete way 
with the release of TA 3.5. 
In this issue of the zine I 
want to take some time 
and outline how to work 
with memos!

Previous versions of tams allowed 
comments to be added to passages, 
but there was no way to write 
extensive notes about texts and then 
reference specific places in the 
database.

In TA 3.5, that capability is added, along 
with others that really make TA more 
useful for memoing.

Memos are just documents in 
your database. Create them with 

the new button. You can code 
memos, and, if the memo is in 

your search list, the coded 
passages will be in your results. 

You could also leave them out of 
the search list, or make a separate 

search list with them.

I have multiple memos 
in a single file; each 
starts with the date, 

coded as "date."

I structure the 
document around 

the date, by declaring 
it the "!last" context 
code in each memo 

block

I use the insert 

date from the 

Coding menu; 

but if y
ou don't 

like the format, 

just hand type 

it in
!
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After the date, I use !setcode to 
tag this memo. Basically, this acts 
as the subject line of the memo. 

These are not context codes. They are data 
codes. In a search, the entire memo will be 
returned one time for each setcode word I 
have here. These codes do not need to be 
declared. You can make up tags as you go.

While you can make up tags as you 
go along, you may want to use the 

codes you've created, for 
consistency's sake. To do so, just 

drag the code you want to add  from 
your code list to your !setcode  

statement. You will have to add 
commas between the codes you 

drop in.

!setcode assumes that you are not using the coder initials and that you 
want the codes you list to end at the same time your !last statement 
ends (before the next item coded with date, in our example).

Alternatively you could use !setcodeinfo which lets you set the 
codes, the coder and the point at which the codes terminate. The 
syntax looks something like {!setcodeinfo codes="boundary, 
buddy" coder="MGW" horizon="end"} If this is confusing to you 
(especially the horizon bit) you'll need to look at the User guide to 
understand what a horizon is for a TAMS variable, and what end vs. 
endsection do. Both the coder and the horizon are optional.
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Make sure the 
files using !

setcode and !
setcode info are 
in your search 

list.

If you choose to use tags 
not in your code list, you 
can add them later.

Pick the "Project->Import codes 
from !setcode" menu option.

TAMS will check to see if any of the 
codes are new. If they are, TAMS will 
put together a hot code list of the 
new codes and open the "Define 

codes" tab so you can add 
definitions for just these 

newcomers. (new in TA 3.52)
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So now you have a basic memo 
file. You could have one or 
many, each with {!last date} at 
the top; each with multiple 
memos using a specific date 
coded as "date" as the last 
context variable. 

But to be really useful you'll 
want to link to other 
documents that you are talking 
about

There are 2 steps to this. First you need 
to mark the place you want to jump to. 
Then you need to refer to that place!

At the location you want to talk about, i.e., reference, put a !bookmark 
metatag, followed by a unique name.

The !bookmark metatag is nothing new. It's 
been there at least since TA2. It's just 
gotten an additional function in TA3.5. Now 
you can internally refer to bookmarks!
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Once you have your bookmark in place, click anywhere inside of 
it. Then pick from the Coding menu, "References->Remember 
reference"

Now, open your memo. Click 
where you would like the 

reference to appear.

Then pick "Insert reference link" from 
Coding->References submenu (see last 
panel). Voila! A "!goto" tag will be inserted.

That will copy it to the clipboard in the form of a reference.
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To use this link, click in it and pick from the menu 
bar "Coding->References->Go To Reference." The 

file with the bookmark will open and the 
bookmark metatag will be selected.

TA provides 3 very ugly icons to save you from having to dig 
through those menus. You can add these temporarily by using the 
customize toolbar option on the Windows menu BUT the buttons 
will not be permanent. They will be gone next time you open your 

window.

Instead, to make them 
permanent, use the !button 

command in your init file. The 
button commands for the 

three functions on the 
Coding->Reference menu are 

cmd::rememberReference, 
cmd::insertReferenceLink and 

cmd::goToReference

You will find all 3 on the Coding->Toolbar->Commands 
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So we've seen how to 
create a citation and a 
reference; and how to move 
from a citation to a 

But it would be useful to 
do the opposite. If I'm 
reading a document or 
find a bookmark, are there 
any memos about it?

Open and click in the document 
that you want to find citations for. 
Then pick Coding->References-
>Find citations.

A window will open with a list of all 
files that cite this document. Double 
click on an item and the citing window 
will open and scroll to the citation 
(aka !goto statement.)

If you open a document and click in a 
bookmark, Coding->References->Find 
citations will show you citations of just 
that bookmark.

If you have your project window in 
front, Coding->References->Find 
citations will show you all citations in 
the entire project.
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